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NOTIFICATION. 


The  General  Board  of  Health  hereby  give  notice,  in  terms  of  section 
9th  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  that  on  or  before  the  1st  September 
next,  being  a  period  of  not  less  than  one  month  from  the  date  of  the 
publication  and  deposit  hereof,  written  statements  may  be  forwarded 
to  the  Board  with  respect  to  any  matter  contained  in  or  omitted  from 
the  accompanying  Report  on  the  Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Supply  of 
Watery  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Town  and  Borough  of 
Beverley,  in  the  County  of  York,  or  with  respect  to  any  amendment 
to  be  proposed  therein. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Henry  Austin,  ■Secretary. 

Gwydyr  House,  Whitehall, 
30th  June,  1850. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  (11  and  12  Vict,  Cap.  63). 


Report  to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  on  a  Preliminary  Inquiry 
into  the  Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Supply  of  Water,  and  the 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  Borough 
of  Beverley.  By  Geo.  T.  Clark,  Superintending  In- 
spector. 

London,  19th  April,  1850. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  have  inspected  the 
town  and  borough  of  Beverley,  in  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 
Notice  of  my  intended  visit  was  advertised  in  the  "  Hull  Packet" 
and  in  the  "'Hull  Advertiser,"  of  the  loth  of  February,  and  was 
also  exhibited  upon  the  doors  of  the  churches  and  chapels,  and 
other  places  where  public  notices  are  usually  posted.  I  held 
public  sittings  in  the  town-hall  on  the  forenoons  of  the  6th,  7th. 
and  8th  of  March,  and  employed  the  remainder  of  those  days  in 
the  inspection  of  the  town,  and  in  collecting  the  materials  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  Board  in  the  following 

REPORT. 

I.  The  inquiry  took  place  upon  a  petition  from  "the  town 
and  borough  of  Beverley."  Attached  to  the  petition  were  the 
names  of  254  persons,  including  the  mayor,  two-thirds  of  the 
Corporation,  the  greater  number  of  the  aldermen,  the  county 
magistrates  resident  in  the  town,  all  the  borough  magistrates,  all 
•  the  clergy,  two  medical  men,  all  the  solicitors,  the  two  Wesleyan 
ministers,  most  of  the  gentry,  and  the  greater  part  of  those  en- 
gaged in  trade  in  the  town. 

'2.  General  Description. — Beverley,  anciently  Bever-lac,  and 
so  called  from  the  beavers  once  frequenting  its  waters,  is  the  chief 
town  of  the  East  Riding.  It  stands  at  the  foot  and  eastern  edge 
of  the  chalk  range  of  the  wolds  of  Yorkshire,  almost  at  their 
junction  with  the  broad  tract,  of  carr  or  fen  which  extends  from 
Bridlington  to  the  Humber,  under  the  name  of  Holdernesse.  A 
little  east  of  Beverley,  and  skirting  the  general  line  of  the  chalk 
throughout  its  course,  is  the  river  Hull,  falling  into  the  Humber 
at  the  town  to  which  it  gives  name,  and  which  is  about  nine  miles 
below  Beverley. 

3.  The  town  stands  upon  gravel,  having  the  chalk  about  30 
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feet  below,  which  rises  to  the  surface  only  a  few  yards  west  of 
the  town.  The  development  of  the  chalk  is  here  considerable, 
and  extends  unbroken  to  Flambo rough  Head 

4.  The  main  channel  of  the  Beverley  and  Barmston  Drainage, 
draining  about  12,300  acres  of  low  land,  passes  between  the  Wold 
and  the  Fen,  or  between  Beverley  and  the  Hull  river,  into  which 
it  discharges  about  eight  miles  lower  down. 

5.  A  streamlet  deepened  and  embanked  into  a  navigable  canal, 
and  called  Beverley  Beck,  unites  the  town  with  the  Hull,  and 
is  carried  on  arches  over  the  Barmston  drainage.  There  i«  a  lock- 
cha  mber,  with  double  gates,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Beck,  by  means 
of  which  its  waters  are  kept  up  about  three  feet.  A  rivulet, 
bringing  down  a  considerable  quantity  of  land-waters  from  the 
wolds,  receives  most  of  the  town  sewage,  and  after  having  been 
dammed  back  about  nine  feet  to  turn  a  mill,  falls  into  the  Beck  on 
the  right  or  southern  bank.  Before  becoming  defiled  by  the 
town  sewage  this  stream  receives  a  large  quantity  of  water,  which 
issues  from  the  chalk,  and  forms  a  pool  near  the  York-road. 

'6.  Another  and  much  smaller  area  drains  into  the  Beck  on  its 
northern  side.  These  water-courses  intersect  the  town  and  its 
suburbs,  and  are  polluted  with  sewage  of  an  offensive  description. 
The  conversion  of  the  Beck  into  a  navigable  canal  has  materially 
injured  the  town  drainage,  and  its  almost  stagnant  waters,  charged 
with  sewage,  are  at  times  extremely  offensive. 

7.  Notwithstanding  these  and  numerous  other  transgressions, 
hereinafter  described,  against  sanitary  rules,  Beverley  is  not  al- 
together undeserving  of  the  character  given  to  it  in  previous  reports, 
of  being  "superior  to  most  English  towns  in  general  neatness  of 
appearance."  There  are  numerous  open  spaces,  the  streets  are 
of  -considerable  breadth,  with  flagged  footways,  fairly  pitched  for 
the  most  part,  and  throughout  the  town  well  maintained  and 
remarkably  well  scavenged.  The  public  walks  are  extensive,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  whole  town  is  "  respectable  and  sub- 
stantial," and  in  good  keeping  with  the  ancient  and  beautiful 
Minster  to  which  it  owes  its  origin  and  its  fame. 

8.  Beverley  contains  several  tanneries,  Mr.  CroskuTs  celebrated 
foundery  and  works  for  agricultural  implements,  and  near  it  are 
Mr.  Tigar's  colour  works  ;  these  are  its  only  manufactories.  It 
derives  its  chief  support  from  its  extensive  agricultural  connexion, 
and  from  the  charity  funds  expended  in  the  town.  The  Sessions 
House  and  the  House  of  Correction  for  the  Riding,  are  on  the 
northern  suburb  of  the  town. 

9.  Boundaries  and  Government. — Beverley  is  an  ancient 
parliamentary  and  municipal  borough,  and  returns  two  members  to 
Parliament.  The  parliamentary  borough  contains  9,160  acres, 
and,  as  at  present  constituted,  comprehends  the  municipal  borough 
and  its  liberties,  the  latter  being  composed  of  seven  townships,  in 
the  extensive  parish  of  St.  John. 
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10.  The  municipal  borough  is  composed  of  and  co-extensive 
with  the  parishes  of  St.  Martin,  St.  Mary,  and  St.  Nicholas,  and 
contains  2,220  acres.  No  part  of  St.  John's  parish  is  in  the 
borough  ;  but  the  Minster  is  dedicated  to  that  saint,  and,  though 
in  St.  Martin's  parish,  is  also  the  parish  church  of  St.  John. 

11.  The  government  of  the  borough  is  administered  by  the 
Corporation,  the  Lighting  Commissioners,  and  the  parochial 
authorities. 

12.  The  Corporation  is  composed  of  six  aldermen  and  18  Town- 
councillors,  who  annually  elect  a  mayor  out  of  their  body.  Besides 
the  ordinary  municipal  functions,  they  administer  two  local  Acts, 
13  Geo.  I ,  and  18  Geo.  II.  for  the  navigation  of  Beverley  Beck, 
and  the  maintenance  of  all  roads  leading  to  it.  They  pave  or 
pitch,  and  repair  and  scavenge,  all  the  town  roads,  and  flag  the 
footways ;  and  such  sewers  as  there  are  have  been  constructed  at 
their  expense..    They  are  also  lords  of  the  manor. 

13.  The  Lighting  Commissioners  are  constituted  under  the  48 
Geo.  III.  (1808),  and  an  Act  of  Amendment,  6  Geo.  IV.,  cap. 
138  (1825).  They  are  self-elected,  and  their  number  is  without 
hmit ;  but  the  qualification  is  the  possession  of  3,000/.,  or  a  rental 
of  100/.  The  Corporation  have  the  right  to  nominate  13  Com- 
missioners, who  must  also  be  qualified,  and  who  sit  for  a  year. 
The  elected  members  sit  for  life.  At  present  the  business  of  the 
Commission  is  carried  on  by  23  members,  of  whom  only  four  are- 
nominated. 

14.  The  Commissioners'  jurisdiction  extends  over  the  municipal 
borough.    They  light  the  streets,  and  are  the  proprietors  of  the 
gas-works.    They  have  power  to  direct  the  cleansino-  of  sewers 
and  the  removal  of  nuisances.    They  also  possess,  but  do  not  now 
exercise  power  to  flag  the  footways  and  to  water  the  streets. 

15.  The  parochial  governments  are  three.  St.  Mary's  and  St. 
Nicholas,  though  ecclesiastically  united  by  an  Act  of  Charles  II 
and  now  possessing  only  the  former  church  in  common,  are  paro- 
chially distinct.  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Martin's  appoint  each  four 
churchwardens  two  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  one  surveyor  of 
highways.  St.  Nicholas  appoints  two  churchwardens,  two  overseers 
and  one  surveyor.  The  roads  maintained  by  the  parishes  are  all 
outside  the  town. 

16.  The  freemen  possess  about  1,174  acres  of  pasture  land, 
under  the  management  of  12  pasture  masters,  elected  bv  and  out 
of  the  freemen.  These  pastures  are  Westwood,  504  acres;  and 
rturn,  110  acres,  both  chalk  downs  on  the  west  and  north-west  of 
the  town,  and  on  the  latter  is  the  race  course  ;  Swine  Moor  263 
acres,  on  the  Hoklernesse-road  ;  and  Figham,  297  acres,  on  the 
Hull-road,  both  on  low  land ;  besides  which  are  43  acres,  rented  bv 
the  freemen,  from  the  Corporation,  and  stocked  in  common.  These 
are  free  as  pastures  to  the  freemen;  but  as  public  walks  and  ride* 
to  everybody.    The  town  charities  are  administered  by  trustees 
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17.  There  is  a  police,  supported  by  the  Corporation,  and  com- 
posed of  seven  night  watchmen.  Three  public  officers  under  the 
mayor  form  the  day  police. 

18.  There  are  four  Local  Acts  in  force  in  the  borough: — an 
Act  for  making  Beverley  Beck  navigable,  and  for  repairing  and 
maintaining  the  roads  leading  from  it  into  Beverley,  13  Geo.  I.; 
an  Act  for  more  effectually  cleansing  and  deepening  the  Beck 
navigation,  and  repairing  the  roads,  &c,  18  Geo.  II.  ;  an  Act  for 
lighting,  watching,  and  regulating  the  streets,  &c,  in  Beverley, 
48  Geo.  III.,  cap.  87;  an  Act  to  amend  and  enlarge  the  power 
of  the  preceding  Act,  6  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  138. 

19.  Finance. — The  Corporation  levy  a  watch-rate  of  3d.  in  the 
pound,  producing  206Z.  11,?.  9a?. ;  and  a  pump-rate  of  Id.  in 
the  pound,  said  to  produce  281.  per  annum.  Their  funds  are  de- 
rived from  estates,  tolls  upon  the  Beck,  "tolls  thorough"  levied 
upon  carriages  passing  through  the  town,  and  funded  property, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  advowson  of  the  Minster.  It  ap- 
pears from  their  printed  statements,  that  the  receipts  and  expen- 
diture for  the  year  ending  31st  August,  1849,  stood  as  follows: — 

Beverley  Borough  Receipts  and  Expenditure. 

Rents      .        .        •  • 
Tolls  and  markets 
Interest  on  funded  property,  &c. 
Admission  of  freemen  . 
Other  receipts  . 
Watch-rate 


Total  . 

£1,601 

8 

8* 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Police  expenses          •        •        •  213 
Payments  out  of  rents  and  dividends 

for  charities   .        •        •        •  211 
Other  payments         .        *        •  l->085 

12 

10 
11 

0 

6 
2 

Total 

£1,510 

13 

8 

Beck  Fund. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Receipts  from  tolls 

615 

11 

1 

Payments  for  repairs  of  streets 
Pump-rate  laid  every  two  years,  for 
raising  • 

424 
56 

9 
14 

1 

11 

20.  The  Commissioners  possess  a  power  of  rating  up  to  2*.  i 


£.    *.  d. 

922  16  6 

225  19  10 

201    3  6 

10    4  6 

34  12  7 

206  11  9* 
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the  pound;  but,  by  a  private  agreement  of  their  own,  they  can 
only  levy  a  rate  upon  such  property  as  is  within  60  yards  of  a 
public  light.  They  actually  levy  an  annual  rate  of  10c?.,  the 
net  produce  of  which  is  at  present  611/.  7s.  Id.  They  have  in- 
curred a  debt  of  about  9,500/.,  for  which  they  pay  4|  per  cent, 
interest,  which  swallows  up  one-half  of  their  income.  Their  pub- 
lished accounts  are  giveu  under  the  head  of  Lighting,  to  which 
their  expenditure  is  confined,  or  very  nearly  so. 

21. — Rental  and  Rates  of  Beverley. 


Houses- 

—Rated  Rentals. 

Parish. 

Gross  Rental. 

Rated  Rental. 

At  or 
under 
£5. 

At  or 
under 
±"10. 

At  or 
under 
£20. 

Above 
£20. 

Total. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.      s.  d. 

St.  Mary  . 

11,850  16 

0 

10,779    5  0 

388 

179 

149 

143 

859 

St.  Nicholas 

5,306  13 

0 

5,003    0  0 

185 

56 

30 

! 

271 

St.  Martin  . 

8,997  0 

0 

8,247  10  0 

'  594 

154 

93 

33 

874 

Total  . 

26,154  9 

0 

24,029  15  0 

1,167 

389 

272 

176 

2,004 

Parish. 


St.  Mary  . 
St.  Nicholas 
St.  Martin. 

Total  . 


Poor-rate. 


In  the 
pound. 


s.  d. 

2  6 

1  3 

2  6 


Produce. 


£.      s.  d. 

1,346    7  1 

314  17  0 

1,027    0  0 


2,688    4  1 


Highway-rate. 


In  the 
pound. 


s.  d. 

0  3 

0  2£ 

0  4 


Produce. 


4  7\ 


£. 
115 
52  19  8 
135  11  8 


303  15  m 


Total  levied. 


£.       s.  d. 
1,461  11  8J 
367  16  8 
1,162  11  8 


2,992    0  0± 


The  local  burthens  of  Beverley  are  therefore  about  3,800/. 
per  annum,  which  upon  its  gross  rental  amount  to  2s.  10c/.  in  the 
pound,  and  upon  its  rated  rental  to  3s.  2d.  in  the  pound.  This 
taxation  is  comparatively  moderate,  and,  combined  with  its  areat 
ad vani  ages  of  position,  ought  to  render  Beverley  a  favourite  place 
of  residence  with  people  of  independent  means,  such  as  it  for- 
merly was,  and  such  as  it  might  again  become,  were  the  causes 
of  in  jury  to  health  and  comfort  removed.  » 

22.  The  funds  administered  by  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  Beverley 
are  unusually  large.  Estates  in  the  town,  and  in  Lincolnshire, 
producing  about  2,000/.  per  annum,  are  set  apart  for  the  minster 
repairs,  hospital,  almshouse,  and  a  school,  and  are  in  the  hands  in 
part  of  the  Archbishop  and  Dean  and  Chapter  of  York,  with 
two  trustees  appointed  by  the  Town  Council,  and  another  part  in 
the  hands  of  charity  trustees  appointed  by  the  Chancellor 
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23.  Estates  producing  about  900Z.  per  annum  are  appropriated 
to  the  repairs  of  St.  Mary's  church,  and  are  administered  by  the 
churchwardens. 

24.  Besides  these  there  is  an  endowed  grammar-school,  hospitals 
for  68  old  women,  and  numerous  "  gifts,"  administered  by  charity 
trustees  for  the  borough,  the  whole  amounting  to  about  1,200Z.  or 
],400Z.  per  annum. 


25.  POPULATION. — Parliamentary  Borough  of  Beverley  and  Liberties. 


1831 

1841 

1831 

Area. 

Houses. 

Population. 

Houses  Rated 

DO 
03 

3 
o 

a 

g 
O 

e 

Inha- 
bited. 

Void 

Males. 

Fem. 

Total. 

at  or  under 
^10  Annual 
Value. 

St.  John'3  parish  (part  of) — 
Molscroft  or  Moscroft  ... 
Stockhill  and  Sandholme  > 

Thearne  Township  .... 
Tickton  and  Hullbridge  1 

Acres. 

1,230 
300 
740 
700 

1,150 

20 
9 
17 
27 
27 

124 
34 
67 
110 
136 

29 

{»! 

19 
C  38 

t  " 
26 

2 

1 
2 

'l 

976 
10 
22 
43 

101. 
29 
69 

59 
10 
19 
45 
92 
29 
64 

135 
20 
41 
88 

193 
58 

133 

LiBEBl 

91 

}  « 

10 

}  13 
14 

IES. 

'  87 

Woodmansey  and  Bever-7 
ley  Park  Township  .  .  J 

Aike  Township  (part  of)  . 

2,820 
2*10 

79 
"  7 

360 
39 

C  51 
I  « 

1 

2 

117 
115 

105 
92 

222 
207 

} 

Boroughs. 

St.  Martin-in-Beverley  Parish. 
St.  Mary-in-Beverley  Parish  . 
St.  Nicholas-in-Beverley  Parish 

760 
600 
860 

854 
706 
188 

3,334 
3,359 
739 

829 
684 
204 

64 
67 
21 

1,522 
1,510 
470 

1,810 
1,757 
505 

3,332 
3,267 
975 

96 
281 
43 

.420 

9,370 

1,934 

8,302 

1,947 

161 

4,084 

4,587 

8,671 

507 

1841.— Aike  is  omitted,  9,160.  Of  this  number  there  were  employed  in  agriculture, 
families,  259  ;  trade  or  handicraft,  740  ;  other  classes,  917  ;  total,  1,916. 


26.  It  appears,  that  the  population  of  the  municipal  borough  in  1841 
was  7,574,  and  that  the  deaths  for  the  eight  years  following  that  date 
have  averaged  204  ;  hence  the  annual  average  mortality,  taken  with 
reference  to  the  last  census,  is  26 '9  in  the  1,000.  (See  table  p.  9.) 

27.  The  mortality,  however,  has  been  increasing  rapidly,  so  much 
so  that  while  the  average  of  the  first  four  years  is  179,  or  23*6 
in  the  1,000,  that  of  the  last  four  is  31-3,  or,  allowing  for  the 
increase  of  population  due  to  the  increase  of  births  over  deaths 
30-5  in  the  1,000. 

28.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  it  is  evident  from 
these  figures  that  the  mortality  of  Beverley  has  for  some  time 
past  been  increasing,  and  is  now  very  great  indeed.  That  this 
mortality  is  due  to  causes  peculiar  to  the  town  is  very  evident 
by  comparison  with  the  statement  of  the  mortality  of  the  adjacent 
rural  districts  of  Bishop's  Burton,  where  the  annual  mortality  of 
the  past  four  years,  as  compared  with  the  population  of  1841,  is 

20-  6,  of  Leven,  where  it  is  20-4,  and  of  Walkington,  where  it  is 

21-  6  in  the  1,000,  the  average  of  the  three  districts  being  20-8 
in  the  1,000.  Bishop's  Burton  and  Walkington  are  high  and 
dry,  Leven  is  low  and  more  or  less  marshy. 
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30.  It  appears,  further,  from  the  tables  published  by  the 
Health  of  Towns  Association,  that  the  mortality  of  the  whole 
registration  district,  of  57,522  persons  was,  in  1841,  23-8  in  the 
1,000,  which  was  also  the  mean  mortality  of  the  East  Riding. 

31.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  town  has  long  been  reputed 
as  particularly  healthy,  and  so  firmly  was  this  believed  by  the 
inhabitants  that  when  some  of  the  above  results  were  stated  in 
public  the  correctness  of  the  registration  returns  was  questioned, 
and  probably  will  still  be  regarded  with  distrust.  Beverley  is  a 
remarkable  instance  of  a  place  which  has  reached  a  very  high  rate 
of  mortality,  while  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  have  believed 
it  to  be  particularly  healthy,  and  are  consequently,  at  this  time, 
by  no  means  prepared  to  make  the  exertions  and  to  incur  the 
expenditure  requisite  to  produce  a  better  state  of  things.  It  will 
be  seen,  however,  from  the  analysis  of  the  petition,  and  will  be 
made  further  evident  by  the  documents  cited  in  the  following 
sections,  that  the  medical  men  and  the  governing  body  of  the 
borough  have  long  been  of  a  different  opinion,  and  are  anxious 
to  carry  out  the  necessary  remedies. 

32.  The  cholera  visited  Beverley  in  1849,  but  the  excess  of 
mortality  is  caused  by  fevers  and  epidemics,  which,  though  fatal, 
being  always  present,  are  but  little  noticed  by  the  community  at 
large.  The  activity  recently  displayed  was  caused  not  by  the 
immense  excess,  32  per  cent.,  of  deaths,  in  1848  over  1847,  but 
by  the  fear  of  the  cholera  in  1849. 

33.  Localities  of  Disease. — On  this  subject  1  have  received 
the  following  statement  from  Dr.  Sandwith,  a  physician  of  long 
standing  in  the  town  : — 

"  In  compliance  with  your  wishes,  I  have  committed  to  paper  a  few 
observations  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  town,  in  connexion  with 
the  defects  of  its  sewerage,  the  removal  of  which  is  the  only  thing  required 
to  render  Beverley  one  of  the  most  healthy  towns  in  the  kingdom. 

"  You  are  already  aware  that  the  emptying  of  the  principal  sewer  is 
in  a  great  measure  prevented  by  a  water-mill  dam,  the  obstruction 
caused  by  which  renders  the  contents  of  the  sewer  stagnant ;  and  the 
portions  of  it  which  are  uncovered  give  out  the  most  offensive  exhala- 
tions. Owing  to  this  cause  an  epidemic  fever  prevailed  in  Keld-gate  in 
1848,  from  which  few  of  the  houses  were  exempt,  and  which  in  some 
cases  proved  fatal. 

"  There  is  another  open  sewer  in  Wilbert-lane,  which  is  generally 
in  a  stagnant  condition,  and,  receiving  the  refuse  of  a  brewery  and  an 
extensive  piggery,  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year  is  extremely  offensive. 
In  1841  an  epidemic  fever  broke  out  in  this  lane,  of  which  there  were 
more  than  35  cases  in  a  very  small  area.  Some  of  these  cases  had 
a  fatal  termination. 

"  The  next  great  sewer,  which  is  uncovered  nearly  the  whole  length 
of  Hell-garth-lane,  is  always  in  a  stagnant  condition,  and  receiving  the 
refuse  of  all  the  tanyards  in  Flemingate,  gives  rise  to  the  most  offensive 
exhalations,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  the  inhabitants  of  Brougham- 
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row  are,  in  some  seasons  of  the  year,  seldom  free  from  fevers  and 

fluxes.  . 

"  Although  unconnected  with  the  sewe.rs  I  may  have  taken  notice  of 
the  crowded  condition  of  the  minster  yard,  which  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
town ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  has  given  rise  to  fevers  and 
other  malarian  diseases  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  new  cemetery  is 
urgently  required. 

«  By  carrying  a  main-drain  from  the  Bar-dyke  to  the  Barmston 
drainage,  the  principal  sewer,  which  is  rendered  almost  useless  by  the 
mill-dam,  might  be  got  rid  of  altogether  ;  and  as  this  drain  would  cross 
Potter  hill  it  would  also  receiv  e  the  contents  of  the  sewer  in  Hell-garth- 
lane,  and  in  this  manner  the  town  would  be  effectually  drained." 

Mr.  R.  G.  Boulton,  also  a  medical  man  of  long  experience  in 
the  town,  when  called  upon,  stated : — 

"  I  have  practised  here  as  a  medical  man  during  the  last  20  years, 
and  my  experience  enables  me  to  state  that  fevers  have  of  late  years 
prevailed  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  formerly,  and  have  been,  in  cer- 
tain localities,  of  a  more  virulent  character. 

"  The  mortality  has  also,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  much  increased.  In 
184*7  we  had  a  fearful  outbreak  of  typhus  fever  in  Wilbert-lane,  and  in 
1848  a  similar  one  of  typhus,  commencing  at  the  east  end  of  Keld-gate. 
Recent  epidemics  of  scarlet  fever  have  also  been  of  a  typhoid  character, 
and  more  fatal. 

"  I  attribute  this  chiefly  to  the  inefficient  state  of  the  drainage,  and 
the  constant  exhalations  arising  from  open  sewers  and  ditches,  which 
especially  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  are  most  offensive." 

34.  I  find  also,  in  the  public  correspondence  preceding  the 
passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  following  passage  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Croskill,  mayor  of  the  borough,  to  Viscount  Mor- 
peth : — 

"  I  find  that,  within  a  space  of  30  yards  square,  there  are  16  houses 
wherein  there  have  been  18  cases  of  fever.  Mr.  Boulton,  a  medical  man 
and  a  magistrate  of  the  town,  who  has  attended  16  out  of  the  1 8  cases, 
is  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself,  that  the  fever  is  brought  ahout  only  by 
the  bad  state  of  the  drain  which  is  alongside  of  the '  30  yards  square.'  The 
drain  is  a  public  one  for  the  use  of  the  east  end  of  the  town  j  it  is  arched 
over  about  20  feet  beyond  the  '  30  yards  square,1  but  from  the  yards 
there  are  side-drains  and  grates  without  cesspools,  and  also  beyond  the 
20  feet  it  is  an  open  drain,  the  stench  from  which  is  at  all  times  very 
offensive.  It  is  one  of  the  worst  drains  we  have  ;  but  the  whole  drain- 
age of  the  town  is  very  bad,  very  shallow,  with  little  fall ;  so  that  they 
always  contain  large  quantities  of  stagnant  water  aud  filth,  which,  I  fear, 
nothing  can  remove  except  your  Health  of  Towns  Bill." 

35.  The  following  is  the  report  of  the  local  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee. It  will  be  noliced  that  the  chief  complaints  are  caused 
by  the  use  of  cesspools  and  drainage ;  evils  quite  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  existing  local  government  to  remedy  : — 

"  In  Wilbert-lane  there  is  an  open  sewer,  the  stench  of  which,  in 
certain  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  is  highly  pestiferous,  and  which 
will  no  doubt  hereafter  be  arched  over.    This  sewer  should  be  cleaned 
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out,  as  well  as  the  ditch  in  Enfields,  which  is  in  a  filthy  condition, 
being  the  receptacle  for  the  refuse  of  the  houses  opposite.  Attention 
should  also  be  paid  to  Oxlef  s-yard,  in  which  there  is  an  accumulation 
of  refuse  matters.  The  soil-holes  in  Mr.  Crosskill's  foundry  being  in  a 
defective  state,  the  fluid  contents  ooze  over  the  adjoining  pathway. 

"  In  Goforth-lane  the  stable  and  pigstye  of  Jacob  West  give  rise  to 
a  nuisance ;  the  liquid  manure  running  into  the  lane  has  formed  a  pool, 
which,  in  hot  weather,  is  very  offensive.  Burnham's  stable  and  coal- 
yard  also  require  attention. 

"  A  great  abomination  is  Gawanys-yard,  East-gate ;  it  contains  two 
soil  places,  the  stench  of  which  is  intolerable,  and  the  more  fluid 
parts  actually  run  into  the  street,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants.  In  Watson! s-yard  also  is  an  open  soil-hole,  and  a  stream 
of  foul  water  runs  into  the  street ;  and  there  are  two  ash-pits  in  Padget's- 
yard,  the  contents  of  which  should  be  removed. 

"  Tindal-lane,  from  the  imperfect  condition  of  the  drain,  which  is 
partially  covered  with  flagstones,  is  one  continuous  nuisance.  Into  the 
gutter,  at  the  end  near  the  street,  the  contents  of  a  soil-hole  in  Padget's- 
yard  escape ;  and,  as  there  is  but  little  light  and  the  lane  is  ill  ventilated, 
the  inhabitants  are  loud  in  their  complaints  of  its  unhealthiness. 

"  In  Brigham' s-yard,  Butcher-row,  there  is  a  quantity  of  stagnant 
water  without  any  drain  to  carry  it  away,  and  the  gutters  in  Blythe's 
Pipe-ykrd,  Well-lane,  want  cleaning,  and  the  soil  should  be  taken 
away. 

"  The  soil-holes  in  Nelson' s-yard,  Lairgate,  are  full  of  stagnant 
water,  the  surplus  fluid  running  into  the  street;  and  the  sewer  in  Wad- 
dington' s-yard  wants  cleaning  out.  The  open  sewer  and  soil-place  of 
David  and  Edicard  Fitzgerald  requires  attention  ;  the  tenants  com- 
plain of  a  great  stench  from  the  hogsties  opposite.  Mr.  Fowler,  the 
butcher,  and  Marshal  and  Fitzgerald's  yards  are  choked  up  with 
manure  and  refuse.  The  gutters  in  Mr.  Turner's  yard  want  repairing, 
and  are  altogether  in  a  disgraceful  condition,  and  so  are  the  kennels  in 
Burgess-yard.  The  pigsties  in  Graburn-lane  are  in  a  very  unwhole- 
some state,  and  a  great  nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood. 

"In  Wilkin's  and  Haggard' s-yard,  Kitchen-lane,  there  is  a  pool  of 
stagnant  water  close  to  the  manure  heap,  the  drain  being  stopped  up, 
and  in  Kirby's  and  others  the  water  from  the  manure-heaps  runs  into 
the  lane. 

"  The  channel  in  Coxton' s-yard,  Keld-gate,  wants  repairing,  and  the 
drain  from  Routh's  Hospital  to  the  open  sewer  should  be  cleaned  out. 
The  water-channel  opposite  the  houses  occupied  by  Loft,  Whitelock, 
and  others  is  imperfect,  and  the  water  from  hogsties,  &c.  runs  into  the 
street.  The  sewer-dyke  also,  near  Mr.  Beaumont's  property,  and  that 
towards  the  Hell-garth,  should  be  cleaned  out. 

"  The  great  sewer  in  Hell-garth-lane  is,  as  usual,  in  a  filthy  condition, 
and  the  upper  and  lower  portions,  to  a  considerable  extent,  being  filled 
with  mud ;  and  the  water  opposite  Mr.  Catterson's  tanyard  is  com- 
pletely stagnant,  being  held  up  by  Mr.  Catterson  for  the  purpose  of 
washing  his  skins.  A  similar  obstruction  exists  in  his  far  tanyard,  and 
the  entire  sewerage  from  Hell-garth  reservoir  to  the  Beck  should  be 
cleansed,  made  deeper,  wider,  and  repaired. 

"  Sunman,  Wilson,  and  Palmer's  manure-heaps  and  the  pools  of  stag- 
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nant  water  in  Taylors-buildings  require  attention.  The  drain,  which 
is  narrowed,  requires  opening  out,  and  Messrs.  Scarfe's,  Cook's,  and 
Mutton's  soil-pits  should  be  emptied.  The  drainage  in  Taylor' s-yard 
is  filthy  and  defective,  and  there  is  too  much  manure  in  William  Tay- 
lor's yard.  Carrington,  Daniel,  and  Willis's  soil-pits  are  in  a  very 
bad  condition.  John  Hudson's  manure-heap  should  be  removed,  and 
the  water  near  Philpot's  runs  from  the  soil-hole  into  Taylor' s-lane. 
The  yard  next  to  William  Taylor's  is  in  a  dirty  state,  and  there  are 
too  many  heaps  of  manure. 

"  The  soil-holes  in  Bielby' s-yard  Tollgavel  want  cleansing.  The 
privy  in  Walker' s-yard  is  partly  down,  and  the  soil-pit  is  a  pool  of 
stagnant  liquid  manure  ;  the  pigsties  are  a  nuisance,  and  the  yard  wants 
draining. 

"  In  Laundress-lane,the  privies  and  soil-holes  adjoining  Walker's-yard 
are  in  a  bad  condition,  and  the  gutter  from  Mr.  Bielby  s  killing-shop  to 
Hobson's  house  being  very  defective,  its  fluid  contents  are  stagnant  in 
several  places.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  lane  liquid  manure  oozes 
out  of  Mrs.  Wilson's  manure-pit  into  the  street.  No  wonder  the 
inhabitants  of  Lair-gate  complain  of  the  villainous  smells  from  Laundress- 
llane. 

."  In  Wood-lane,  the  stable-yard  occupied  by  Messrs.  Dalton,  Whiting, 
and  Fowler  is  in  a  wretched  condition,  part  of  the  yard  being  covered 
with  manure  and  stagnant  water. 

"  The  gutter  in  the  lane  adjoining  the  Tiger  Inn  is  in  a  dilapidated 
state,  and  wants  cleaning  out ;  and  the  privies  in  Harrison' s-yard  are 
in  a  shocking  condition,  the  yard  evidently  wants  draining.  There  is  a 
gutter  in  the  lane  behind  the  King's  Arms  which  is  in  an  imperfect 
state,  and  should  be  cleaned  out. 

"  In  North  Bar  Without,  the  yard,  occupied  by  Messrs.  Scruton  and 
'Greensides  is  not  in  a  wholesome  condition  from  the  accumulation  of 
manure  and  stagnant  water,  and  the  gutter  in  the  yard  adjoining  is  dirty 
and  imperfect.    No  wonder  fever  prevails  in  this  locality. 

"  Fentiman's  and  Watson' s-yards,  in  Silvester-lane,  are  in  a  dirty 
condition,  so  are  Fentiman's  and  another;  and  Berriman' s-yard  is 
almost  filled  with  pigsties  and  manure-heaps.    It  wants  draining. 

"The  drainage  in  Barnes-yard,  Walker-gale,  is  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion, and  gives  rise  to  offensive  smells.  At  Morleys  back-gate  there  is 
a  pool  of  stagnant  water ;  Duncan' s-yard  is  in  an  imperfect  state,  and 
the  hogsties  in  Golden  Ball-yard  are  certainly  a  great  nuisance. 

"  In  Norwood  the  refuse  water,  flowing  from  the  yard  belonging  to 
The  Valiant  Soldier,  runs  over  the  flags  into  the  street;  and  the  drain 
at  the  end  of  Norwood-walk  requires  attention. 

'*  The  yard  behind  the  property  of  Mr.  Denton  and  others,  in  Dog  and 
Duck-lane,  is  in  a  bad  condition,  being  ill-drained  and  containing  heaps 
of  manure,  and  the  liquid  manure  from  the  Dog  and  Duck  runs  into 
the  street.  The  drain  is  stopped  up  in  CooWs-yard,  and  there  is  a 
large  pool  in  the  middle  of  the  yard.  The  refuse  water  from  The  Fea- 
thers beer-shop  is  actually  forced  into  the  street. 

"  In  Dyer-lane  is  a  large  manure-pool,  and  the  drain  running  under 
Mr.  Foster's  (draper)  shop,  and  emptying  itself  into  Walker  Beck,  is 
said  to  be  in  an  imperfect  condition.  ■ 

"  Such  being  the  facts,  the  Committee  earnestly  recommend  the 
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Council  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the  removal  of  the  nuisances,  in  order  I 
that  the  borough  may  be  put  into  a  sanitary  condition." 

36.  In  consequence  of  this  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
a  good  deal  was  effected  for  the  temporary  removal  of  nui- 
sauces,  and  the  advantages  of  these  steps  are  still  apparent; 
but  the  localities  mentioned  in  the  report  still  remain  the  most  : 
objectionable  in  the  town,  and  if  nothing  more  be  done,  will,  m 
all  probability,  gradually  fall  back  into  their  ancient  condition. 

37.  Inspection  of  the  Town.    I  was  accompanied  through- 
out this  part  of  the  inquiry  by  Mr.  D.  Boyes  and  Mr.  Edward 
Pa^e,  members  of  the  Town  Council;  Mr.  William  Ditmas, 
churchwarden  of  the  Minster;  and  during  a  part  of  the  time! 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  Easther,  master  of  the  grammar  school ;  1 
Dr.  Sandwith  and  Dr.  Boulton,   aldermen  and    magistrates;  J 
Mr.  Crust,  town  clerk  ;  Mr.  Willis,  clerk  to  the  Lighting  CorrHl 
missioners  ;  and  Mr.  Shepherd,  clerk  to  the  magistrates 

38  The  following  report  in  February,  1848,  of  a  Sanitary 
Committee,  of  the  Town  Council,  to  the  whole  body,  gives  a 
general  sketch  of  the  state  of  the  sewerage  of  the  town,  and  -of 
what,  iu  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  was  at  that  time  requi- 
site  for  its  amendment. 

«  Your  Committee  having  carefully  examined  the  sewerage  of  the 
town,  are  of  opinion  that  the  principal  drains  and  sewers  are  not  only 
inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  effectually  draining  it,  but  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  are  perfect  nuisances,  alike  injurious  to  the  health  ancfcl 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  .    _  . 

"  The  principal  sewer  has  its  origin  at  the  Bar  Dyke,  crosses  a  lane 
contiguous  to  Colonel.  Martin's  grounds,  and  then  runs  down  Pig  Hil  - 
lane,  and  then  communicating  with  the  Walker-gate  Beck,  runs  across 
Mill-lane,  Minster  Moor-gate,  and  Kel-gate,  and  continuing  i  s  course 
down  Long-lane,  where  it  is  an  open  drain  is  finally  lost  m  the  water 
mill-dam.  By  th.e  obstruction  caused  by  the  dam,  the  sewer  is  rendered 
almost  useless,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  its  contents  are gj men dly  m 
a  stagnant  condition,  and  when  exposed  gives  rise  to  offensive  exhalations 
"  The  next  great  sewer  commences  at  Highgate,  and  runs  do™ 
Hell-garth-lane,  where  it  is  uncovered,  and  is  almost  always  stagnant 
and  admitting  the  refuse  of  the  tanyards  in  Flemm-gate   gives  n 
to  the  most  offensive  exhalations.    Only  the  surface  water  of  this  se.er 
enters  the  Beck,  the  more  solid  contents  being  interested  by  Uo  la  re 
tanks  or  cesspools,  one  of  large  dimensions  under  the  bridge,  and 
another  of  recent  formation  at  the  end  of  the  lane 

«  Another  setoer  runs  nearly  the  whole  length  of  Wilbe.t  lane  as  tar 
as  the  Trinities;  it  there  crosses  Grovehill-lane,  and  continuing  its 
course  through  Hulme  churchyard,  its  contents  are  emptied  m  o  a  ditch 
^WCand  are  the/carried  into  the  Beck  opposite ^  Cr an* 
Beino  for  the  most  part  uncovered,  this  sewer  is  more  offensive 
the  others,  and  recently  gave  rise  to  a  malignant  fever. 

«  Your  Committee  aiAlso  of  opinion  that  ^wM^l 
is  rendered  useless  by  the  Mill-dam,  might  be  ^jf^^^^t 
the  town  effectuallv  drained  by  carrying  one  main  drain  ot  sumc 
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dimensions,  from  the  Bar  Dyke  to  the  ditch  in  Taylor's-lane,  which 
would  convey  its  contents,  through  a  series  of  drains  already  existing, 
into  the  Beck.  In  this  course  it  would  receive  the  contents  of  the 
minor  sewers  in  North  Bar-street,  the  market  place,  Butcher-row, 
Eastgate,  and  Flemingate,  and  crossing  Potter-hill,  and  running  down 
Grove-hill-lane,  and  through  Holme  churchyard,  would,  before  it 
reached  its  termination,  admit  the  contents  of  the  great  sewer  in  Hell- 
garth-lane. 

"  Such  being  the  defective  condition  of  the  sewerage  of  the  town, 
and  the  proposed  plan  for  its  effectual  drainage  being  so  easily  carried, 
out,  there  being  a  regular  fall  from  the  Bar  Dyke  to  the  Beck,  your 
Committee,  in  order  to  effect  a  reform  so  important  to  the  health  of  the 
town,  recommend  the  following  petition  to  be  forwarded  to  both  houses 
of  Parliament ;  — 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled. 

"  The  humble  Petition  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Beverley  in  Council  assembled. 
"  Showeth, 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Petitioners,  some  of  whom  are 
medical  men,  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Beverley,  particularly 
the  working  classes,  is  materially  injured,  and  epidemic  fevers  and 
other  multifarious  diseases  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  from  the  defective 
state  of  the  drains  and  sewers  of  the  town. 

"  That  the  two  principal  sewers  are  altogether  inadequate  to  the 
purposes  of  effectually  draining  the  town.  The  one  being  open  and 
almost  always  in  a  stagnant  condition,  is  constantly  giving  out  offensive 
exhalations,  and  the  other,  although  partially  covered,  is  prevented 
from  discharging  its  contents  by  the  dam  of  a  water-mill. 

"  That  another  sewer  of  considerable  extent  is  also  uncovered,  and 
its  contents  in  a  stagnant  condition,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  health 
of  the  poorer  inhabitants  residing  in  its  vicinity,  many  of  whom  have 
been  recently  afflicted  with  a  fever  of  a  dangerous  character. 

"  That  every  facility  exists  for  getting  rid  of  these  evils  by  carrying 
a  drain  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  which  would,  in  a  great 
measure,,  supersede  the  principal  sewer,  and  keep  the  others  in  a 
clear  and  wholesome  condition. 

"  %  «*thte  sanitary  measure  can  only  be  carried  into  effect  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  they  trust  that  the  Bill  intended  to  be  broueht 
before  your  Honourable  House,  after  the  recess,  will  become  the  law  of 
tne  land. 

"  And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c.  &c. 
'  Petit.ons  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  were  ordered  to  be  pre- 
pared pursuant  to  this  report." 

3a  Nothing  has  been  done  for  many  years,  to  improve  the 
public  sewerage  of  Beverley.  There  are  but  very  few  covered 
main  sewers,  only  one  indeed  of  any  length  or  efficency.  There  is 
an  ancient  water-course  known  as  Walker  Beck,  employed  as  a 
mam  sewer.  It  descends  by  Walker-gate,  and  crosses  Well-lane 
and  Mr.  Boulton  s  premises.    Below  this,  it   is  an  open  and 
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offensive  ditch,  passing  through  gardens  and  at  the  backs  of  houses, 
and  much  complained  of  all  along  its  course.    A  little  west  of  the 
Minster,  after  skirting  Long-lane,  it  falls  into  Denton's  Mill-pool, 
and  afterwards,  below  the  mill,  into  Beverley  Beck.    This  drain 
receives  two  small  tributaries  from  Dyer's-lane  and  the  back  of 
Toll-gavel,  and  another  from  Well-lane.  Lower  down  it  is  joined 
by  an  open  drain  which  commences  in  the  Town  Moat,  and  winds 
along  the  low  ground  at  the  back  of  Keld-gate  and  Minster 
Moor-gate,  touching  the  premises  of  the  grammar  school,  the 
workhouse,  a  hospital,  and  numerous  cottages ;  this  ditch  is  always 
a  nuisance,  and  not  urtfrequently  a  cause  of  fever.    It  finally  dis- 
charges into  the  Long-lane  ditch  and  the  Mill-pool. 

40  This  Mill-pool  is  thus  the  receplacle  of  the  sewerage  of 
about  four-fifths  of  the  town  of  Beverley.  Its  dam,  by  raising 
the  outfall  9  feet,  very  materially  injures  the  drainage,  and 
causes  the  deposit  of  offensive  matter  in  the  open  ditches.  At 
the  time  of  my  inspection  the  Mill-pool  was  empty,  and  the 
filthy  contents  of  the  Long-lane  ditch  were  cast  out  upon  the 
road,  which  they  nearly  covered.  ^. 

41  A  second  sewer  ditch  even  more  offensive,  because  less 
diluted  than  the  last,  commences  north  of  the  Minster,  and  passes 
in  a  most  offensive  state  under  the  Friary  House,  and  thence 
along  Hell-garth-lane  into  the  head  of  the  Beck;  particulars  of 
this  ditch  will  be  noticed  afterwards.  It  receives  the  refuse  of 
many  houses  and  privies  and  several  tanyards  and  it  passes 
between  and  under  several  houses,  by  the  side  of  a  long  public 
path,  and  finally  discharges  into  a  navigable  and  almost  stagnant 
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42  Another  ditch  in  a  very  bad  state,  receives  the  filth  of  a  part 
of  the  eastern  border  of  the  town,  and  falls  into  the  Beck  at 
Taylor-lane.  The  Beck,  therefore,  is  the  grand  receptacle  for 
all  the  town  filth,  and  as  its  waters  are  kept  up  about  3  feet  by 
the  gates  at  its  lower  end,  they  check  materially  tne  free  d,s- 
rharo-e  of  the  sewage.  ,  , 

43  These  ditches  are  the  sewers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
chief  nuisances  in  the  town.  It  is  difficult  to  give  an  adequate 
tap re  sion  of  their  filthy  state  ;  and  they  do  more  to  produce 

Uness  and  depreciate  the  value  of  property,  than  those  inter- 
ested^ at  all  willing  to  allow.  The  sewer  down  Walker-gate 
is  the  onlv  covered  street  sewer  in  the  town.  . 
'S  44  Pacing  ,o  more  of  the  details  noted  dunng  *e  -nspec,  n 
the  ancient  site  of  the  church  and  church-yard  of  St.  Nicholas 
h  low  and  wet,  and  said  to  have  been  rendered  so  by  the  keemng 
„f  ri£  water  of  the  Beck.  There  are  several  cottages  about 
U^ery  deBctent  as  to  the  means  of  cleanliness.    The  open  duch 

h%v  B3.:!&saa"„d  ms^^L  *  w 

it.    At  Taylor's-lane  the  ditch  is  very  filthy. 
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46.  Above  the  head  of  the  Beck,  about  Potter  s-liill,  are 
houses  built  upon  the  ditch,  and  privies  discharging  into  it.  Grove 
Hill-lane  and  Brougham-row,  suffer  materially  from  this  very 
serious  nuisance.  The  culvert,  as  seen  at  the  Beck  Head, 
appears  to  be  much  too  large  for  its  contents,  and  has  a  flat  bottom. 

47.  Ascending  Hell-garth-lane,  all  sorts  of  nuisance  are  seen 
on  one  side,  and  the  ditch  and  several  tanneries,  in  which  the 
most  offensive  stages  of  the  process  are  carried  on,  on  the  other. 
This  quarter  has  suffered  from  epidemics.  Behind  Mr.  Catterson's 
tanyard  there  is  a  small  but  very  offensive  ditch.  In  one  yard 
is  a  dwelling-house  over  the  sewer,  and  the  carcass  of  a  foal 
was  suspended  close  by.  Under  and  in  the  garden  of  the  Friary 
this  ditch  is  filthy,  and  in  the  East-gate  a  large  gutter-grate  upon 
lit  gives  out  bad  smells  into  the  public  street. 

48.  In  Fleming-gate,  are  several  small  courts  bearing  the  name 
of  Taylor's-rows.  One  was  in  good  order,  having  recently  been 
cleaned  out.  The  others  were  in  a  very  wretched  condition.  The 
houses  have  no  back  openings,  the  floors  are  below  the  surface 
lof  the  ground,  and  privies  are  built  against  the  walls  of  the 
dwelling-houses.  The  yards  are  unpaved  and  undrained,  and 
there  are  numerous  pigsties  and  heaps  of  manure,  ashes,  and 
house  refuse.    This  is  about  the  worst  part  of  Beverley. 

49.  West  of  the  Minster,  in  St.  John-street,  is  a  very  foul  ditch 
at  the  back  of  the  houses,  much  complained  of.  Behind  the  hos- 
pital is  a  similar  nuisance,  which  is  seen  at  intervals  behind  the 
houses  to  where  it  crosses  Lair-gate.  In  Keld-gate  is  a  large 
tanyard ;  fever  has  prevailed  in  this  street,  which  is  low,  and  in 
parts  very  damp.  Sweep-row  has  an  unpaved  yard,  with  a 
row  of  nine  privies,  in  bad  order. 

50.  In  Lair-gate  is  the  Maison  Dieu,  a  sort  of  alms-house, 
composed  of  a  court  of  cottages  very  ill  drained,  and  with  some 
of  the  floors  below  the  ground  level.  The  court  is  paved,  but 
there  are  two  privies  with  an  open  cesspool. 

51.  Donaldson' s-square  is  composed  of  cottages  with  an  unpaved 
yard.  Here  is  a  central  dust-bin,  but  about  the  yard  are  heaps 
of  ashes  and  refuse.    The  place  is  very  filthy,  low,  and  damp. 

52.  In  Minster  Moor-gate  is  the  Union-house  for  38  parishes. 
An  old  building,  but  scrupulously  clean.  It  is  furnished  with 
water-closets ;  at  the  side  of  the  garden  is  the  open  sewer-ditch, 
most  objectionable  near  any  house,  and  especially  so  near  such  an 
establishment  as  the  above.  Next  to  this,  and  also  next  the 
sewer,  is  the  Minster  school  for  150  children.  The  old  privy 
was  the  subject  of  well-founded  complaints,  and  to  its  contiguity 
was  attributed  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  the  workhouse.  Tiie 
new  privies  are  badly  managed,  and,  unless  carefully  looked 
after,  are  likely  again  to  become  a  dangerous  nuisance.  There 
can  be  no  sufficient  reason  why  closets  similar  to  those  in  the 
Union-house  should  not  be  provided. 
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53.  Captain-lane  is  a  narrow  and  in  parts  dirty  passage.  Well-  j 
lane  has,  like  most  of  the  streets  in  Beverley,  open  side  gutters, 
into  which  the  house-drains  discharge.  Mr.  Boulton's  garden  is 
much  injured  by  the  open  sewer  behind  it.  Campey' 's-yard  con- 
tains a  pigstye  and  cow-house,  and  a  collection  of  filth  and 
manure  :  it  is  unpaved.  In  Laundress-lane  is  a  slaughter-house, 
the  blood  and  refuse  from  which  flows  down  the  street  in  an  open 
gutter. 

54.  Wilbert-lane  is  in  a  dirty  condition,  owing  to  a  sewer,  in 
great  part  open  and  skirting  the  path.  At  Providence-row,  the 
sewer  passes  under  some  houses,  and  is  much  complained  of.  A 
house  above  the  sewer  in  Margaret-place  gained  a  melancholy 
notoriety  from  some  deaths  here,  attributed  to  its  influence.  In 
Enfield-lane,  this  sewer  is  particularly  offensive. 

55.  Between  Trinity-lane  and  the  new  road  to  the  railway 
station,  is  a  large  depot  for  night-soil  and  ashes,  complained  of 
as  injuring  the  adjacent  property.  TindalV s-lane,  opens  out  of 
Wednesday  Market.  It  is  a  long  and  narrow,  and  contains  about 
30  houses.  It  is  badly  drained  and  very  imperfectly  paved. 
Brigham-yard  is  unpaved,  damp,  and  dirty.  The  house  refuse  is 
thrown  into  an  open  gutter,  and  so  flow  into  the  street. 

56.  At  the  back  of  the  fish  shambles,  the  street  is  in  a  dirty 
condition,  and  the  courts  and  houses  all  up  Lady-gate  discharge 
into  the  street  gutters.  The  houses  here  are  built  back  to  back, 
or  nearly  so,  in  solid  blocks,  and  the  night-soil  is  removed  in 
boxes,  and,  in  practice,  appears  to  be  thrown  out  into  the  private 
lanes.  The  subsoil  here  is  very  wet,  and  some  of  the  cellars 
contain  water.  There  are  no  drains.  Sylvester-lane  is  very  narrow 
indeed.  In  one  place  cows  and  pigs  are  kept,  and  the  premises 
are  very  filthy.  Some  of  the  yard  drains  are  merely  covered 
with  flag-stones,  badly  jointed,  and  loosely  laid. 

57.  As  there  is  scarcely  any  street  sewerage,  so  there  is  no 
house-drainage  at  all;  most,  even  of  the  cottages,  have  privies, 
but  these,  except  in  a  few  cases  where  they  are  placed  over  the 
public  ditch,  are  built  by  the  side  of  an  open  cesspool,  which  19 
the  common  receptacle  for  the  ashes  and  ordinary  house  refuse. 
Most  of  the  houses  have  a  sink,  from  which  a  tile  dram  leads 
under  the  pavement,  or  if  there  be  no  pavement,  merely  through 
the  wall,  and  discharges  into  the  open  street  gutter.  The  ettect 
of  this  state  of  things  is  to  produce  a  perpetual  nuisance.  Hie 
streets,  otherwise  clean  and  neat,  are  disfigured  and  rendered 
offensive  by  these  streams,  which  may  be  seen,  not  only  m  the 
courts  and  alleys,  but  in  the  main  streets  and  in  the  centre  of  t  he 
market  place.  The  cesspools  also  are  frequently  very  near  the 
wells  •  where  the  quantity  of  ashes  thrown  in  is  not  very  consider- 
able, and  when  not  very  closely  looked  after,  the  cesspool  be- 
comes a  nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  excepting  when 
disease  is  present  or  expected,  it  is  rarely  attended  to;  its  con- 
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tents  are  allowed  to  go  on  accumulating  till  nuisances  like  those 
in  some  of  Taylor's  rows'  are  produced.  This  cesspool  system 
does  not  admit  of  being  permanently  ameliorated,  it  should  be 
abolished. 

58.  Water  Supply. — The  town,  being  placed  upon  a  soil 
saturated  by  the  chalk  springs,  is  of  course  amply  supplied  with 
wells  and  pumps.  Several  of  these  are  public,  and  are  repaired 
by  the  small  rate  already  mentioned.  Besides  these  are  several 
deeper  wells  or  borings  sunk  into  the  chalk,  and  about  60  feet 
deep,  in  some  of  which,  the  supply  of  water  rises  to  the  surface. 

59.  It  appears  from  the  samples  of  the  town  waters  transmitted 
to  Dr.  Playfair,  that  the  chalk  springs  above  the  north  Bar  Dyke 
are  of  22°  of  hardness.  The  water  of  a  public  pump  in  the 
town  is  32°,  and  that  of  an  artesian  well  in  the  town  of  26*  8°. 

60.  The  North-bar  Dyke  is  a  pool  close  north-west  of  the 
town,  fed  from  several  very  clear,  and  in  ordinary  seasons  very 
copious  springs,  which  bubble  out  of  the  chalk.     The  overflow 

|  of  this  pool  flows  down  the  Walker-gate  sewer,  and  constitutes 
Walker  Beck.    It  formed  a  small  part  of  the  town  moat. 

61.  Highways.— The  town  streets  are  kept  in  repair  by  the 
Corporation,  at  an  expense  of  424/.  per  annum,  supplied  by  the 
tolls  upon  the  Beck.  The  parishes  repair  the  roads  outside  the 
town,  except  the  turnpike,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  trustees.  The 
streets  are  all  pitched  with  large  rolled  stones,  called  "  cobbles," 
and  brought  either  by  sea  from  the  Spurn  Head,  or  by  land  from 
Hornsea  Beach.    They  cost  from  6s.  to  8s.  a  ton,  delivered. 

62.  The  pitching  is  very  general  throughout  the  town.  Stones 
of  the  above  kind  are,  of  course,  of  various  forms  and  difficult  to 
lay  clown,  so  as  to  form  a  smooth  surface.  Moreover,  as  the 
streets  are  undrained,  and  the  ground  at  times  very  wet,  a  state 
of  things  exists  very  unfavourable  to  the  durability  of  the  surface, 
which  works  into  holes,  and  requires  frequent  attention  and  outlay 
in  repairs.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  the  expenditure  upon 
the  streets  would  be  materially  economized  by  proper  drainage. 

63.  The  principal  streets  have  flagged  footways.  All  are  kept 
extremely  clean,  with  the  exception  of  the  stream  of  house  refuse, 
already  mentioned,  and  which  is  allowed  to  flow  into  the  open 
gutters,  and  is  retained  there  in  the  hollows  and  between  the  irre- 
gularities inseparable  from  boulder-pitching.  These  gutters 
ought  to  be  formed  of  dressed  stones. 

64.  Burial-grounds. — There  are  three  regular  burial-grounds 
in  the  borough,  and  all  are  in  the  town ;  there  are  also  a  few 
interments  in  the  Wesleyan  and  Independent  chapels.  The 
Minster  yard  contains  5,173  square  yards  available  space.  This 
yard  is  common  to  the  parishes  of  St.  John  and  St.  Martin,  and 
the  average  annual  burials  in  it  during  the  past  nine  years  have 
been  140f ;  the  maximum  number  in  1848  was  179. 

65.  This  ground  is  very  crowded  indeed.    The  gravestones  are 

c2 
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numerous  and  most  of  them  upright,  and  the  surface  is  irregular 
and  somewhat  neglected.  The  sexton  stated  that  corpses  were 
sometimes  laid  at  three  feet  from  the  surface.  A  drain  from  the 
yard  discharges  into  an  open  ditch  by  the  road-side.  The  posi- 
tion of  this  yard  is  open,  and  though  within,  it  is  on  the  margin  of 
the  town,  but  its  condition  is  such  as  to  injure  the  appearance  of  the 
Minster,  and  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  should 
undoubtedly  be  closed. 

66.  St.  Mary's  churchyard  is  more  completely  within  the  town, 
and  is  in  even  a  worse  condition.  Its  available  area  is  much  en- 
cumbered with  upright  tombstones.  The  surface  is  raised  very 
considerably  above  the  floor  of  the  church,  which  has  been  sur- 
rounded by  a  trench  and  a  covered  drain.  The  condition  of  this 
around  is  such  as  might  be  expected  from  its  crowded  state.  It 
should  at  once  be  closed.  _  ^ 

67  There  is  a  second  burial-ground  pertaining  to  this  church, 
and  opened  about  20  years  ago,  a  little  within  the  North  Bar,  and 
in  the  main  street  of  the  town.  It  is  kept  in  good  order,  and  is 
near  the  exterior  of  the  town.  The  following  very  full  state- 
ment concerning  this  ground  and  St.  Mary's  churchyard  was 
made  before  me  by  the  churchwarden : — 

•<  Burials  in  the  two  churchyards  for  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  and 
St.  Nicholas,  in  Beverley,  in  the  following  years ;  viz. :— 


1822 

39 

1823 

49 

1832 

50 

1833 

43 

1840 

55 

1841 

70 

1842 

73 

1843 

63 

1844 

45 

1845 

64 

1846 

69 

1847 

70 

1848 

86 

1849 

87 

The  average  for  1 0  years 
is  68TV 


«  it  is  not  shown  on  the  face  of  the  parish  registers  in  which  yard  the 
burials  took  place,  and  there  are  no  accurate  means  of  ascertaining  the 
numbers  interred  in  each. 

"  T.he  new  burial-ground  has  been  opened  since  1828,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  about  276  persons  have  been  interred  in  it.  For  many  years 
after  1828,  the  interments  there  were  very  few,  as  a  prejudice  existed  in 
the  parishes  against  it,  and,  except  in  the  case  of  strangers,  nearly  all 
the  interments  were  in  the.  old  yard.  . 

"  DuririB  the  last  five  or  six  years  there  has  been  a  change  of  opinion, 
and  the  new  ground  has  been  more  in  request;  at  present  nearly  all  he 
interments  are  there,  and  none  in  the  old  ground,  except  where  vault 
exist,  or  great  desire  is  expressed  to  inter  near  the  remains  of  rela 
tions,  &c 
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"  The  New  Burial  Ground  contains  2,000  square  yards.  Its  cost,  in 
principal,  interest,  and  expenses,  was  about  1,900/.,  which  was  raised 
by  rates  in  St.  Mary's  parish  and  was  paid  off  in  about  15  years. 

"  It  is  proposed  to  show  what  number  of  years  it  would  suffice,  as  a 
burial-ground,  for  both  parishes,  supposing  the  old  ground  to  be  entirely 
closed.  The  ground  which  would  be  required  for  the  grave  of  an  adult 
is  21  square  feet,  and  for  a  child  six  feet.  Considering  that  one-half 
the  number  of  funerals  are  of  children  under  14  years  of  age,  the  aver- 
age quantity  of  land  required,  according  to  this  calculation,  for  each 
grave,  would  be  13£  feet. 

The  area  is  .    .    2,000  square  yards,  or 
Divided  by  13£)  18,000  square  feet 

Would  give  .     .    1,333  graves. 

"  On  a  moderate  estimate,  three  persons  may  be  assigned  to  each 
grave  before  the  whole  of  the  ground  would  be  occupied. 

"  This  would  give,  in  round  numbers,  places  of  interment  for  4,000 
persons,  infants  and  adults.  It  is  estimated  that  up  to  this  time,  about 
276  persons  have  been  buried  in  these  yards,  and  this  deducted  would 
leave  space  for  about  3,724. 

"  The  average  burials  for  the  last  ten  years  have  been  68  ;  but  as  the 
numbers  for  some  years  back  have  been  steadily  increasing,  the  calcula- 
tion should  be  made  at  the  rate  of,  say,  80  per  annum.  It  would,  there- 
fore, take  at  this  ratio  about  46  years  to  fill  up  the  3,724  spaces  which 
we  have  shown  to  exist  in  the  yard  at  present. 

"  Enclosed  within  the  wall  of  this  burial-ground,  at  its  western  ex- 
tremity, is  a  piece  of  consecrated  land,  containing  about  750  square 
yards,  the  property  of  the  late  Henry  Ellison,  Esq.,  which  can  at  any 
time  be  purchased  and  added  to  the  present  burial-ground,  from  which 
it  is  only  at  present  separated  by  a  slight  iron  fencing.  This,  which  at 
present  contains  but  one  grave,  would,  on  the  data  above  given,  afford 
further  burial-ground  for  nearly  20  years.  Thus  it  is  shown,  that  for 
about  66  years  prospectively,  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Nicholas 
are  well  provided  with  burial-ground. 

"  Tlie  Old  Churchyard  contains  1,805  square  yards,  having  deducted 
for  foot-paths  and  brick  graves  about  165  yards. 

"  The  Population  Returns  in  1841,  give  the  population  of  Beverley  as 
follows : — 

St.  Mary's  Parish  3,267 

East  Riding  gaol      ....  .92 

Beverley  gaol  ......  12 

  3,371 

St.  Nicholas9  Parish  .....         .  882 


4,253 

St.  Martin's  Parish  3,332 

"Workhouse     ......  93 

  3,425 


7,678 
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"  Townships  within  the  Parliamentary  Boundary:  — 
Molescroft  . 
Storkhill  and  Sandholme 
Thearne  .... 
Tickton  and  Hull  Bridge 
Weel 

Woodmansey  and  Beverley  Parks 


135 

61 

88 
251 
133 
429 

  1,09* 


Total  8,115 

"  The  area  of  the  three  parishes  is: — 

St.  Mary's        .        .  .  600  acres 

St.  Martin's      ,        .  .  700  „ 

St.  Nicholas'     .        •  .  850  „ 

"  Presuming  the  census  of  1841  to  give  the  present  population  of 
St,  Mary  and  St.  Nicholas,  and,  it  is  believed,  there  has  been  but  a  very 
slight  increase  since  that  time,  the  burials  for  1849,  viz.  81,  would  be 
in  the  proportion  of  20  and  a  fraction  per  thousand. 

«  But  if  the  average  burials  (68)  of  the  last  10  years  be  taken  as 
the  basis,  then  they  would  be  only  about  16*  per  thousand. 

M  The  Registrar  General's  average,  as  stated  in  11  and  12  Victoria, 
gap.  63,  is  23  in  a  thousand. 

"  Furnished  by 

"  Thos.  Shepherd, 

«'  Clerk  to  Justices  for  Borough  of  Beverley  mid  one  of  the 
Churchwardens  of  St.  Mary's  Parish,  Beverley. 

f  Beveiiey,  March  8,  1850." 

68  In  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  is  a  field  still  called  Holme-' 
Churchyard,  though  now  for  about  two  centuries  disused. 

69.  Lighting!- — Beverley  is  lighted  with  gas.  The  works 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners.  The  town  contains  lbo 
public  lamps.    They  are  lighted,  states  the  manager — 

«  From  1,800  to  1,850  hours  during  the  season,    We  light  9  moons 

of  23  ilhts  each,  say^  from  beginning  of  September  to  May  following:, 
ot  26  mgnts      2,  ^  ^     5  aMum  ig  pa.d  foj.  each  lmpf  f  hgllt. 

ing,  putting  'out,  cleaning,  keeping  in  repair  and  supplying  the  same 
with  gas  from  burners  which  will  consume  5  feet  per  hour.  .  .  . 
The  average  distance  of  the  lamps  is  from  45  to  50  yards  apart.  .  . 
As  neariy  as  I  know  We  have  8,257  yards  of  pipes  of  various  S1  e  , 
£Lnl  inches  to  1*  inch  diameter ;  we  ^^^00^ 
ffi  ^fp^Serkkt  the  works!  "wViider  them  of 
food    1  ii^Oe  called  New  Sdkstone,  from 

»nPs  rid 

20  per  cent.,  if  the  consumption  amounts  to  20,000  cubic  teet  aun  g 
the  half  year." 
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70.  The  accounts  from  October,  1848,  to  October,  1849,  nrp 
as  follows : — 


Dr. 

£. 

j. 

d. 

Cr. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

By  balance  due  to  Trea- 

To amount  received  for 

surer,  October,  1848  . 

839 

12 

4 

public  rate 

554  12 

4 

By  cash  paid  for  wages, 

iyo 

5 

3 

To  amount  received  for 

By  cash  paid  for  coals  . 

174 

15 

9 

private  lights  . 

770 

1 

5 

By  cash  paid  for  deliver- 

16 

ing  ditto        .     .  t 

4 

2 

To  amount  received  for 

By  cash  paid  for  leading 

coke  ami  tar  .     .  . 

160 

8 

6 

12 

0 

0 

By  cash  paid  for  freights 

To  amount  borrowed  on 

and  dues  .... 

188 

3 

1 

mortgage  .... 

1,000 

0 

0 

By  cash  paid  for  gas 

42 

9 

1 

To  balance  due  to  the 

By  cash  paid  for  build- 

Treasurer .... 

327 

15 

4 

ings  and  repairs  . 

291 

1 

u 

By  cash  paid  for  trades- 

men's bills     .     .  . 

111 

4 

5 

By  cash  paid  for  rates 

and  taxes  .... 

13 

18 

2 

B3'  cash  paid  for  car- 

riage dues,  &c. 

5 

14 

7 

By  cash  paid  for  printing, 

stationery,  &c. . 

7 

2 

5 

By  cash  paid  for  interest 

483 

9 

0 

By  cash  paid  for  salaries 

119 

12 

0 

By  cash  paid  for  meters 

46 

6 

6 

By  cash  paid  for  con- 

tin  o*pn  cipc 

Llii  g^GUL  IGa  .... 

in 

is 
j  0 

1  1 
1 1 

By  cash  paid  for  pur- 

chase of  house  at  Beck- 

side     .  ... 

260 

0 

0 

Total  .  £ 

2,812 

17 

7 

Total    .  £ 

2,812 

17 

7 

7L  Remarks. — The  great  defect  of  Beverley,  and  that  which 
more  than  counterbalances  the  natural  advantages  of  its  position, 
is  want  of  drainage.  It  receives  very  copious  water  springs  from 
the  adjacent  chalk,  and  as  no  care  has  been  taken  to  secure  a 
passage  for  these  into  the  river,  the  ground  upon  which  the  town 
stands  is  at  all  times  damp,  and  occasionally  water-logged. 

72.  In  the  absence  of  sewers  it  is  the  custom  either  to  allow 
the  soil  and  filth  from  the  houses  to  be  deposited  in  shallow  and 
open  pits  in  the  ground,  close  to  the  houses,  or  to  allow  it  to  be 
cast  into  the  open  water-courses,  by  which  the  town  is  intersected. 
As  these  have  no  invert,  each  cleaning  out  is  not  only  a  filthy  bu- 
siness, and  in  itself  a  nuisance,  but  by  the  process  the  ditches  are 
unequally  deepened,  so  that  holes  are  formed  which  intercept  the 
sewage,  and  in  dry  weather  become  cesspools  of  the  worst  kind. 

73.  The  connexion  between  these  evils  and  sickness  and  in- 
creased expenditure,  direct  and  indirect,  is  very  clearly  ascer- 
tained ;  and  it  is  evident  to  the  apprehension  of  all  who  will  examine 
into  the  facts,  that  the  present  system,  or  absence  of  system,  is 
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productive  of  increased  expenditure,  discomfort,  and  disease,  and 
is  calculated  to  injure  the  value  of  property,  and  especially 
cottage  property,  in  the  town. 

74.  Although  the  rates  are  much  higher  than  they  ought  to 
be,  they  are   nevertheless  comparatively  low.      There  is  no 
church-rate,  arid  various  persons  are  supported  by  the  charities 
who  would  otherwise  come  upon  the  poor-rate.    Beverley  is  one  I 
of  the  last  towns  that  ought  to  plead  the  excuse  of  poverty  for  1 
neglect  of  public  health  and  cleanliness.    The  charitable  funds  \ 
already  mentioned,  have  no  doubt  provided  for  the  repairs  of  the  1 
material  fabric  of  the  Minster  and  of  St.  Mary's,  and  have 
conferred  some  advantages  in  point,  of  education  upon  the  borough ;  j 
but  the  benefits  do  not  seem  to  have  extended  much  further.  Thel 
charity  property  in  the  town  is,  in  many  cases,  in  a  bad  condition,  1 
the  houses  old,  ruinous,  undrained,  unprovided  with  proper  accom-  j 
modations,  damp,   dirty,   and  consequently  unhealthy.  The 
freemen's  pastures  are  badly  drained  and  capable  of  much  im-1 
provement.     Excepting  where  the  money  is  laid  out  in  church  1 
repairs,  church  teaching,  or  education,  it  may  reasonably  be  j 
doubted  whether  the  town  of  Beverley  is  the  cleaner,  or  morel 
prosperous,  or  the  people  the  more  comfortable,  healthier,  or  in  any  j 
sense  the  better,  for  these  charities. 

REMEDIES. 

75.  Although  in  this  section  of  my  Report  I  have  pointed  out 
various  remedial  measures  which  I  conceive  to  be  required  in  J 
Beverley,  and  have  estimated  their  cost,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  opinions  expressed  can  only  be  considered  in  the  light  of 
advice  to  the  future  Local  Board,  to  be  adopted,  modified,  or 
wholly  laid  aside,  at  the  pleasure  of  that  body.  The  remedies  of 
which  Beverley  stands  in  need,  though  much  required,  are  neither 
numerous,  nor  on  the  whole  expensive,  since  though  the  expense  of 
carrying  them  out  may  be  considerable,  the  immediate  saving  will 
be  large,  and  the  prospective  still  larger. 

76.  Of  these,  undoubtedly  the  first  is  drainage,  not  only  a  proper 
system  of  main  sewers,  but  a  drain  from  each  house,  and  each 
privy  or  water-closet  in  the  town.    Until  this  be  done,  the  cess-' 
pools  cannot  be  filled  up,  nor  the  open  and  fever-causing  ditches 
be  dispensed  with.  _  . 

77.  But  to  carry  out  this  system  effectually,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  combine  it  with  an  ample  supply  of  water,  and  tins 
not  for  the  purpose  of  flushing  the  main  sewers  alone,  but  so 
arranged  as  to  cleanse  the  house-drains  in  their  ultimate  ramifica- 

tl078  This  can  be  done  by  water  laid  on  at  a  pressure  by  means 
of  pipes,  with  a  cock  or  tap,  over  the  head  of  each  drain,  and  by 
means  of  which  the  privies  may  be  converted,  as  m  the  Union- 
house,  or  in  Mr.  Croskill's  manufactory,  into  water-closets. 
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79.  There  seems  no  reason  whatever  why  the  appendages  of 
every  cottage  in  Beverley  should  not  be  as  complete  and  as  clean 
as  those  in  the  Union-house,  or  as  they  are  in  manufactories  where 
the  master  pays  attention  to  the  comforts  of  his  workmen.  With 
but  few  exceptions,  I  found  the  interior  of  such  cottages  as  I  looked 
into  clean  and  neat,  where  cleanliness  and  neatness  were  possible ; 
but  however  clean  may  be  the  habits  of  a  poor  family,  it  is  im- 
possible that  they  can  successfully  strive  against  the  evils  of  a 
damp  floor,  an  unpaved  and  undrained  yard,  an  offensive  public 
ditch  adjoining  the  house,  or  a  privy  with  an  open  cesspool  in  the 
yard;  and  more  or  less  of  these  nuisances  and  drawbacks  are  the 
rule,  rather  than  the  exception,  in  the  1,167  cottages,  at  or  under 
51.  rated  rental,  which  form  nearly  five-eighths  of  the  town  of 
Beverley,  and  contain  more  than  that  proportion  of  its  popu- 
lation. 

80.  Water  Supply. — Beverley  cannot  be  economically  supplied 
with  water  by  natural  pressure,  and  the  waters  which  issue  from 

:)the  chalk  at  a  level  above  a  great,  part  of  the  town  are,  as  has 
•  been  shown,  of  a  hard  quality. 

81.  Speaking  upon  a  general  view  of  the  localities,  without  the 
aid  of  any  survey  or  levels,  I  am  disposed  to  recommend  the 
supply  of  the  town  from  the  waters  of  the  Hull  river,  which 
when  analyzed  at  the  time  of  my  inquiry,  in  a  very  dry  season, 
(was  only  of  16*3°  of  hardness.    This  water  reaches  Beverley  in 

a  much  purer  state  than  it  is  transmitted  in,  below  Beverley,  to 
the  town  of  Hull,  which  is  supplied  from  it  with  water. 

82.  To  employ  this  water  for  Beverley,  the  best  plan,  so  far  as 
I  can  decide  with  the  data  afforded  to  me,  would  be  to  sink  a  re- 
servoir on  the  west  bank  of  and  parallel  to  the  river. 

83.  From  the  reservoir  an  earthenware  pipe  should  be  laid, 
at  a  slight  fall,  as  far  as  the  margin  of  the  town,  terminating  in  a 
well,  of  depth  sufficient  to  secure  the  fall,  over  which  a  steam- 
engine  should  be  erected,  by  means  of  which  the  water  would 
be  forced  into  a  service-reservoir  or  tank,  and  distributed  through- 
out the  town  in  the  usual  way. 

84.  Taking  the  population  of  Beverley,  present  and  future,  at 
9,000,  and  allowing  20  gallons  to  each  person  daily,  a  steam- 
engine  of  about  10  horse-power  would  more  than  supply  its  wants. 

85.  The  cheapest  plan,  however,  and  that  for  which  the  above 
arrangements  are  proposed,  would  be  to  take  advantage  of  the  large 
steam  power  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Croskill,  at  his  manufactory 
on  the  margin  of  the  town,  towards  the  River  Hull,  and  to  induce 
him  to  contract  to  supply  the  power,  an  arrangement  which  would 
perhaps  be  advantageous  to  both  parties.  The  estimate  has 
been  framed  on  the  supposition  that  a  distinct  engine  would  be 
employed ;  but  should  Mr.  Croskill  be  disposed  to  supply  steam 
power  on  moderate  terms,  the  saving  to  the  town  would  be  con- 
siderable. 
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86.  Sewerage. — Beverley  admits  of  being  well  and  economically 
sewered. 

87.  The  proposed  sewers  shonld  discharge  either  into  the 
Barmston  drainage,  or,  supposing  the  Commissioners  to  raise 
difficulties,  into  the  River  Hull,  near  and  above  its  junction  with 
the  Beck. 

88.  The  main  sewer  would  thence  ascend  on  the  north  of  the 
Beck,  taking  the  natural  valley  as  high  as  a  point  south-east  of 
the  Friary,  whence  one  main  branch  would  ascend  behind  East- 
gate  and  Walker-gate  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  town,  and 
another  along  the  south  side  of  the  Minster-yard,  between  Keld- 
gate  and  Minster  Moor-gate.  This  latter  sewer  would  intercept 
all  the  sewage  which  at  present  goes  into  Long-lane  and  the  Mill- 
pool. 

89.  Subordinate  sewers  would  be  requisite  in  East-gate,  High- 
gate,  Toll-gavel,  the  North-bar,  and  Lair-gate,  and  from  these 
smaller  branches  would  ascend  into  the  lanes  and  courts. 

90.  It  is  desirable  that,  the  house-drains  should  not  pass  under 
the  houses.  The  offices  and  privies  are  situated  at  the  back,  and 
close  to  these  the  branch  drains  should  be  laid.  By  this  means  a 
shorter  and  cheaper  drain  might  be  obtained,  and  the  sewer 
beneath  the  house  floor  be  dispensed  with. 

91.  After  the  sewers  are  completed,  the  cesspools  should  be  all 
filled  up,  and  the  privies  converted  into  water-closets,  as  has  been 
done  at  the  Union-house.  At  the  head  of  the  drain  from  each 
house  should  be  a  water-tap.  By  this  means,  and  by  this  means 
alone,  can  the  cesspool  system  be  effectually  got  rid  of,  and  the 
drains  be  kept  clean.  The  mere  flushing  the  main  drains  is  of 
little  use.  The  water  supply  must  be  discharged  through  the 
house-drains,  and  then  the  whole  system  will  work. 

92.  If  these  arrangements  be  carried  out,  the  house  and  branch- 
drains,  and  some  of  the  street-sewers,  may  be  formed  of  stoneware 
tubes  of  small  diameter,  and  thus  a  cheap  and  efficient  description 
of  conduit  be  made  available. 

93.  The  open  ditches  which  now  convey  the  sewage  should, 
as  far  as  possible,  be  filled  up,  or  confined  to  their  natural  use  as 
water-courses. 

94.  The  question  of  the  final  outfall  seems  to  deserve  a  few 
words  to  itself.  The  Beverley  and  Barmston  channel  drains 
about  60,000  to  70,000  acres  of  land,  excepting  only  some  small 
tracts  which  drain  into  the  Beverley  Beck,  Arram  Beck,  &c, 
which  are  led  across  the  Beverley  and  Barmston  drain  into  the 

Hull.  ; -•:  '  v  , 

95.  The  Beverley  and  Barmston  drain,  though  made  under  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  has  a  very  moderate  fall.    Instead  of  being: 
led  direct  into  the  Humber,  it  is  led  into  the  river  Hull,  above  ' 
town  of  Hull,  and  its  fall  is  stated  to  be  materially  less  than 
foot  a  mile. 
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96.  Also,  the  Hull  river  is  tidal,  though  not  salt,  at  Beverley  ; 
and  when  a  spring  tide  and  a  north  wind  occur  at  the  same  time, 
with  a  sudden  fall  of  rain  or  melting  of  snow,  the  Hull  overflows 
and  floods  the  Barmston  drainage.  Hence  there  is  a  great  indis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  Drainage  Commissioners  to  allow  the 
least  accession  of  water  to  their  drain,  and  should  they  persist 
in  this,  the  town  sewer  must  be  carried,  like  the  Beck,  across  the 
drainage,  and  will  lose  about  4  to  5  feet  of  fall,  where  it  is  much 
needed. 

97.  S  ewage  Manure. — Beverley  ought  to  derive  a  fair  z*evenue 
from  the  employment  of  its  sewage  in  agriculture.  Contiguous  to 
and  below  the  town  are  very  large  tracts  of  meadow  land,  and 
above  the  town  are  higher  lands,  so  that  within  a  circle  of  two 
miles  radius  from  the  town  is  a  great  variety  of  soil,  from  peat 
moss  to  chalk  down,  chiefly  laid  down  in  grass. 

98.  The  tenure  of  much  of  this  land  offers  great  facilities  for 
the  distribution  of  the  manure  in  a  fluid  form  by  means  of  pipes. 
The  pastures  of  Swine-moor  and  Figham,  for  example,  are  the 
property  of  the  freemen  of  Beverley,  and  therefore  quite  open  to 
any  improvements  sanctioned  by  the  borough  itself. 

99.  I  learn  from  Mr.  Croskill  that  the  use  of  liquid  manure  in 
this  neighbourhood  is  decidedly  on  the  increase,  as  is  shown  by 
the  rising  demand  for  his  liquid  manure  carts. 

100.  Charges. — It  is  quite  impossible  to  state  the  precise 
cost  of  a  proper  sewerage  and  water  supply  for  a  place  situated  as 
Beverley,  without  a  proper  survey  and  sections. 

101.  Writing  with  the  degree  of  uncertainty  unavoidable  under 
such  circumstances,  and  in  a  report  upon  a  preliminary  inquiry,  I 
have  made  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  full  allowance  for  all  difficulties  ; 
and  I  think  the  main  sewerage  of  Beverley  may  be  laid  down  for  a 
charge  of  about  65.  6c?.  per  annum,  or  l^d.  per  week,  on  each 
house  on  the  average,  supposing  the  sum  requisite  to  complete  the 
works  to  be  borrowed  at  5  per  cent.,  and  repaid,  by  equal  annual 
instalments,  principal  and  interest,  in  30  years. 

102.  Supposing  the  Hull  water  to  be  stored  and  filtered  in  re- 
servoirs near  the  river,  and  led  thence  by  a  conduit  to  an  engine* 
well  near  the  town,  and  thence  in  the  usual  way  througlf  the 
intervention  of  a  service-reservoir ;  the  cost,  including  maintenance, 
working,  and  repairs,  would  be  about  2d.  per  house ;  the  whole 
together  being  15s.  2d.  per  annum,  or  3^d.  a-week  on  each  house 
on  the  average,  which  answers  to  a  charge  of  Is.  4d.  in  the 
pound  upon  the  rated  rental  of  the  borough. 

103.  The  cost  of  the  house  water-pipes  and  drains  would  pro- 
bably average  4s.  4d.,  or  a  weekly  penny.  The  water  rate  may 
be  made  compulsory  to  the  extent  of  2d.  a-week  upon  all  houses 
not  sufficiently  supplied  with  water.  The  sewer  or  general  district 
rate  is  levied  upon  houses  and  land ;  but  upon  the  latter  only  in 
the  proportion  of  one-fourth  of  the  former.    Tho  house  accon> 
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modations,  when  not  carried  out  by  the  proprietor,  are  paid  for 
by  a  private  rate,  levied  upon  house  property  in  the  proportion  in 
which  each  needs  the  remedies. 

104.  The  operation  and  cost  of  the  proposed  system  may  be 
contrasted  with  the  following  examples,  under  the  existing  state 
of  things.  Some  years  ago  the  owner  of  the  end  house  near  the 
fish  shambles  laid  a  drain  from  his  own  house  down  Dyers' -lane 
into  Walker-beck,  at  a  cost  of  about  40Z.  None  of  his  neighbours 
chose  to  benefit  by  this  sewer;  in  consequence  one  house  was 
saddled  with  a  payment  equivalent  to  21.  3s.  Ad.  per  annum, 
spread  over  30  years.  But  about  40  houses  might  conveniently 
nave  used  one  main  drain,  and  had  they  combined  the  common 
drain  would  have  been  laid  down  Dog-and-Duck-lane,  and  have 
cost  much  less.  Supposing  it  however  to  have  cost  the  same,  in 
this  case  the  charge  per  house  would  have  been  only  1Z.  or  Is.  Id. 
per  annum,  and  for  this  sum  a  main  or  trunk  drainage  would 
have  been  provided. 

105  Tindal's-lane  or  court,  is  a  similar  case,  only  that  here 
nothincr  whatever  has  been  done,  because  no  one  proprietor  is  wil- 
ling to°bear  the  whole  charge,  and  there  is  no  power  either  of 
compelling  all  to  join,  or  of  raising  the  sum  required  by  loan,  and 
distributing  the  repayment  over  30  years. 

106  Again,  in  the  case  of  St.  Mary's  new  burial-ground,  a 
most  unpopular  subject  in  the  parish,  on  the  ground  of  its  cost; 
This  ground  was  paid  for  in  15  years;  whereas  it  appears  from 
Mr  Shepherd's  statement  that  it  is  calculated  to  last  above  half  a 
century,  so  that  the  cost  might  at  least  have  been  distributed  over 
30  years,  which  would  have  materially  lightened  the  expense,  and 
have  been  a  much  more  equitable  adjustment  of  the  burthen. 

107  At  present  a  landlord  who  wishes  to  sewer  his  house 
properly,  but  whose  interest  in  it  may  be  limited  to  his  life,  is  ot 
course  unwilling  to  incur  the  expense  of  works  of  a  character  more 
permanent  than  his  own  interest,  and  a  tenant,  or  occupier -  is  still 
less  likely  to  do  what  is  required.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
the  distribution  of  the  payment  over  long  periods  removes  this 
difficulty,  since  each,  whether  owner,  tenant,  or  occupier,  only 
pays  his  share  of  the  cost  in  the  proportion,  or  during  the  time, 
in  which  he  is  benefited. 

108  The  people  of  Beverley  have  been  accustomed,  it  appears, 
to  look  upon  all  their  public  expenditure  as  so  much  money 
paid  simply  to  meet  a  certain  necessary  evil,  and  from  which . 
fhev  expect  no  return.    This,  whatever  may  be  the  case  when. 

e^ted  to  expenditure  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  by  no  means 
a  St  or  wise  view  when  directed  to  expenditure  m  sewerage 
or  water  supply.    Beverley  is  in  the  condition  of  a  person  ex- 
pending  aZg/ income,  of  which  a  part  goes  in  pitching  c herr 
W  Funis  in  expenses  caused  by  sickness,  others  in  supporhng 
heg pool-     Now  it  appears  that  the  pitching  costs  more  than  it 
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ought  to  do ;  that  the  amount  of  sickness  is  far  greater  than, 
by  comparison  with  the  neighbourhood,  it  ought  to  be;  that  the 
expenses  connected  with  the  poor,  considering  the  charity  funds 
in  the  town,  are  unusually  heavy,  and  are  swelled  by  circumstances 
quite  separable  from  mere  poverty;  and  further  it  appears  that 
the  immediate  cause  of  all  this  expense  is  want  of.  drainage,  and 
that  drainage  cannot  be  efficiently  given  without  water-works. 

109.  The  reasonableness  of  this  view  may  be  illustrated  by  the 
instance  of  coal.  Beverley  spent  annually  a  very  large  sum  in 
coal.  No  note  was  taken  of  the  amount ;  people  needed  fuel,  and 
purchased  it  as  they  could.  The  railway  was  opened,  coal  was 
supplied  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  Mr.  Croskill,  by  far  the  largest 
consumer  in  Beverley  and  the  best  authority  on  this  subject, 
states  that  the  town  has  saved  4,000/.  per  annum  by  economy  of 
conveyance  upon  this  article  alone. 

110.  Also  with  respect  to  another  item,  not  indeed  of  present 
outlay,  but  of  possible  profit — sewage  manure.  At  this  time  the 
contents  of  the  town  cesspools  are  purchased  by  the  farmers  and 
removed  from  the  pits,  usually  through  the  houses  or  courts,  with 
considerable  difficulty  and  expense.  Notwithstanding  this,  they 
find  it  worth  while  to  pay  for  the  refuse,  one  house  with  another, 
about  5s.  per  house,  or  500Z.  per  annum,  by  a  very  moderate 
computation.  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  if  this  manure  was 
collected,  part  of  it  in  proper  ash-bins,  and  regularly  removed  to 
one  convenient  spot  by  the  side  of  the  railway  or  canal,  and 
part  of  it  carried  away  by  means  of  pipes  from  the  houses  and 
delivered  at  one  point  outside  the  town,  much  labour  would  be 
saved,  and  the  farmers  would  consume  a  larger  quantity  and  be 
able  to  give  for  it  a  better  price. 

111.  I  have  not  dwelt  upon  various  other  items  of  current  ex- 
penditure common  to  all  classes,  which  would  be,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  diminished  by  the  proposed  remedies.  Such  are  the 
saving  in  soap,  from  the  use  of  a  softer  water;  in  coal,  from  the 
greater  warmth  of  a  dry  habitation ;  in  plastering,  papering,  &c., 
from  the  same  cause ;  nor  upon,  perhaps,  the  most  important  con- 
sideration of  all,  the  improvement,  not  less  in  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual than  in  the  social  condition  of  the  labouring  man,  by 
securing  to  him  a  home,  at  the  least,  free  from  physical  annoy- 
ances, and  thus  removing  a  common,  and  almost  a  valid  excuse, 
for  evenings  spent  at  the  public-house. 

112.  Summary. — I  have  to  observe,  in  recapitulation: — 

1.  That  although  the  town  of  Beverley  stands  in  an  open 
and,  what  ought  to  be,  a  very  healthy  district,  its  annual  mor- 
tality is,  by  the  lowest  computation,  30*5  in  the  1,000,  that 
of  the  adjacent  rural  districts  being  20-8  in  the  1,000. 

2.  That  this  excessive  and  increasing  mortality  appears  to 
be  caused  by  the  increase  of  epidemic  disease  in  particular 
parts  of  the  town,  and  that,  while  the  whole  town  is  verv 
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badly  drained,  these  parts  are  peculiarly  damp,  and  are  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  open  and  very  filthy  sewer 
ditches  and  other  local  nuisances. 

3.  That  the  expenses  caused  by  the  undrained  and  un- 
sewered  condition  of  the  town,  are  very  heavy  :  direct,  in  the 
support  of  sick  persons,  widows,  and  orphans  ;  and  indirect, 
in  the  increased  expenses  of  street-paving  on  moist  ground, 
and  in  the  payment  of  a  heavy  poor-rate. 

4.  That  to  remove  these  evils,  and  to  restore  the  town  to  a 
healthy  condition,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  a  complete  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  and  house-drainage,  which  can  only  be  ren-  ] 
dered  efficient  by  a  water  supply  laid  into  each  house  or  court,  j 

5.  That  a  combined  main  sewerage  and  water  supply  may 
be  provided  at  a  cost  of  about  3^d.  a  week,  or  15s.  2d.  peri 
annum,  on  each  average  house,  answering  to  a  rate  of  about 
Is.  4c?.  in  the  pound. 

6.  That  there  is  reason  to  conclude,  that  this  expenditure,  j 
judiciously  laid  out,  will  reduce  the  present  current  expenses  j 
of  the  borough,  and  produce  an  actual  saving  over  the  whole.  : 

7.  That  the  manure  is  at  present  extensively  purchased  , 
by  the  farmers,  and  there  seems  great  reason  to  suppose,  , 
that  if  collected  and  conveniently  distributed,  the  receipts 
from  this  head  would  be  very  considerable. 

113.  Recommendations. — I  have  to  recommend: — 

1.  The  application  of  the  Public  Health  Act  to  the  whole 
of  the  petitioning  municipal  borough  of  Beverley. 

2.  That  certain  sections  of  the  two  Local  Acts,  that  is  to 
say;  in  the  Local  Act  of  the  48th  Geo.  III.,  cap.  87,  from  the 
commencement  to  page  11,  line  12  from  the  top,  and  page 
13,  line  8  from  the  word  "  Provided,"  to  line  27,  all  inclu- 
sive ;  and  in  the  Local  Act  6th  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  138,  sections 
1,  2,  3,  and  31,  from  «  Provided,"  in  the  6th  line  to  the  end  I 
of  the  section  inclusive,  35,  36,  37,  43,  45,  46,  48,  and  50 
be  repealed. 

3.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending  to  the  Town 
Council  and  future  Local  Board  of  Beverley,  when  constitute^, 
to  communicate  with  your  Board  upon  the  subject  of  a  survey, 
upon  the  scale  sanctioned  by  you.  Until  a  survey  be  made, 
including  every  house,  and  accompanied  by  levels,  no  correct 
estimates  can  be  framed  for  sewers  or  water-works. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  T.  Clark. 

The  General  Board  of  Health, 
&c.       #c.  S/-C 


